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Proclamation 7489—National Red
Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free
America, 2001
October 24, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Drug and alcohol abuse in America annu-

ally create staggering societal costs and pre-
vent millions of people from reaching their
full potential at school, on the job, and in
their communities. The Department of
Health and Human Services estimates that
approximately 14 million Americans use ille-
gal drugs and 17 million Americans are alco-
holics or abusers of alcohol. To improve the
well-being of our Nation and to protect our
people, we must continue to make the pre-
vention and treatment of drug and alcohol
abuse a national priority.

The rate of abuse of drugs and alcohol by
our Nation’s youth is cause for alarm. Cur-
rently, 3 million young people between the
ages of 14 and 17 have an alcohol problem,
and more than half of America’s school-age
children have tried illegal drugs by the time
they have finished high school. Research in-
dicates that youth who avoid the early use
of alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana are less
likely to engage in other harmful behaviors
such as crime, delinquency, and other illegal
drug use. That is why we must clearly com-
municate to America’s youth that drug and
alcohol abuse is dangerous and harmful to
both their health and their future.

Through the efforts of families, law en-
forcement officers, healthcare professionals,
teachers, and dedicated community activists,
we have made progress in the ongoing war
against substance abuse. To continue this
progress, my Administration is implementing
a comprehensive, results-oriented strategy
for reducing illegal drug use in America. We
will work cooperatively with other nations to
help eradicate illegal drugs at their source.
We will increase border security to stop the
flow of these drugs into America. And we
will provide Federal support to local law en-
forcement agencies in combating drug traf-
ficking networks.

The most effective way, however, to re-
duce the cycle of youth drug addiction and
the crime it causes is to reduce demand. This
effort begins at home; and it depends upon
the active participation of families, schools,
and community organizations in education
and outreach programs that clearly commu-
nicate to children the dangers inherent in
drug and alcohol abuse.

On the occasion of ‘‘National Red Ribbon
Week for a Drug- Free America,’’ Laura and
I are pleased to serve as Honorary Chair-
persons of the 2001 National Red Ribbon
Campaign. We join all Americans in saying
that we will no longer tolerate the destructive
impact that drug and alcohol abuse have had
on our homes, schools, workplaces, and high-
ways. With strong resolve and creative lead-
ership, we can protect our communities from
the preventable dangers of substance abuse
and restore dignity and character to millions
of men, women, and children who are ad-
dicted to drugs and alcohol.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the period begin-
ning October 23 through October 31, 2001,
as National Red Ribbon Week for a Drug-
Free America. I encourage citizens to sup-
port activities that raise awareness and en-
courage prevention of substance abuse. I also
call upon every American to wear a red rib-
bon throughout the week in recognition of
their commitment to a healthy, drug-free
lifestyle and our commitment to a drug-free
America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of October,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:38 a.m., October 29, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 30.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
October 16, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated solution of
the Cyprus question covering the period Au-
gust 1 through September 30, 2001. The pre-
vious submission covered June 1 through July
31, 2001.

The United Nations continued in its ef-
forts to sustain the proximity talks that start-
ed in December 1999. The United States re-
mains committed to the United Nations ef-
fort to find a just and lasting settlement to
the Cyprus problem.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on Oc-
tober 25.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Intention To Reach an
Arrangement With the United
Nations Regarding Reciprocal Debt
Forgiveness
October 24, 2001

Dear lllll :
Pursuant to section 913 of the Admiral

James W. Nance and Meg Donovan Foreign
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years
2000 and 2001 (as contained in Public Law
106-113), and amended by Public Law 107-
46, and, in accordance with the procedures
applicable to reprogramming notifications
under section 634A of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2394-1), I am noti-
fying you of my intention to exercise my au-
thority under section 913. The United States
will reach an arrangement with the United
Nations regarding the reciprocal debt for-
giveness contemplated by the legislation.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Joseph
R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations. This letter
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 25. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Protocol to the
Morocco-United States Treaty on the
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
October 24, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,

pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the ≥Act≥), the text of
a proposed Protocol Amending the Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco
Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear En-
ergy signed at Washington on May 30, 1980.
I am also pleased to transmit my written ap-
proval, authorization, and determination con-
cerning the Protocol, and an unclassified Nu-
clear Proliferation Assessment Statement
(NPAS) concerning the Protocol. (In accord-
ance with section 123 of the Act, as amended
by title XII of the Foreign Affairs Reform
and Restructuring Act of 1998 (Public Law
105-277), a classified Annex to the NPAS,
prepared by the Secretary of State in con-
sultation with the Director of Central Intel-
ligence, summarizing relevant classified
informa-tion, will be submitted to the Con-
gress separately.) The joint memorandum
submitted to me by the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Energy and a letter from
the Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission stating the views of the Com-
mission are also enclosed.

I am informed that the proposed Protocol
has been negotiated to be in accordance with
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